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TAKE YOUR BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL

AWARD-WINNING ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 2012

"Being part of the Legends programme has totally changed the way in which we run our business. It has given us the valuable tools necessary to grow our business in areas that we had not focussed on in the past, due to lack of knowledge.” Julie Hadley, co-founder Heartfelt.
The Legends Programme, an award-winning business development initiative funded by the Old Mutual Foundation, is inviting applications from small business owners, entrepreneurs, non-profit organizations and community projects across the country interested in being considered for the 2012 programme.

Success Stories in the Making

Operating since 2007 as an incubator for promising black-owned businesses, social enterprises and community-based projects, Legends has delivered some exceptional results, including a 290% increase in participant sales between 2007 and 2010. 

In 2011, 1400 individuals from 65 organizations across all nine provinces participated in the funded programme, including sisters Faatimah and Zainab Paruk of Durban-based catering company Chilli Chocolate Chefs.

“Since being selected for Legends we have been working closely with a team skilled in their field and ever ready to assist us in improving every aspect of our business. My sister and I learned the importance of having a vision for our business, setting achievable goals and implementing simple yet efficient costing and pricing methods.
More specifically, the Legends team have taught us how to manage our payment systems and reduce our debts- at one stage we had accumulated debts up to R15 000 and currently we are debt free! Legends also helped us develop a system to record income and expenditure on a daily basis, through this we can track our profits and are able to set targets for growing them.  We're currently in the process of a brand refresher and have developed a beautiful new catalogue, and also put better systems in place with regards to quotes and invoices... The list is endless!

Without doubt, being a part of Legends has helped us transform Chilli Chocolate Chefs into a more organized, professional, confident and passionate business,” says Zainab.
The ‘Legends Magic’

According to programme implementers, what sets Legends apart is the strong entrepreneurial focus coupled with practical business tools, training and mentoring. Participating businesses gain access to needs-based support that encourages sustainable enterprise development in non-profit and for-profit organisations alike.

Catherine Wijnberg, the programme originator and Director of implementing agency Fetola, explains:  “The success and growth of the SMME sector is absolutely crucial in terms of job creation and the fight against unemployment. Legends is about teaching leaders ‘the business of business’, so that they are empowered to create their own futures. We measure our success by their success, and in return we expect commitment, drive and a will to succeed!”

Selection Criteria

Applications for 2012 are invited from small businesses, NGO’s and community-based projects nationally. Places are limited and applicants will be assessed according to their suitability for the programme, with preference given to Black-owned and BEE-compliant organizations and social enterprises with a track record of at least 2 – 3 years in operation. 

Key criteria for selection include a willingness and commitment to change and grow, an entrepreneurial drive and strong potential for success. There is no charge for participation, but beneficiaries are expected to commit fully to the process of improving the success in their business.
Neftaly Malatjie, MD of non-profit Diepsloot Youth Projects, encourages small businesses and non-profits alike to apply for Legends. “Our funding went from R54,000 in 2010 to R1,1million in 2011! I do not know where we would be without the support of the Legends programme.”
For more information contact Chantal de Kock on info@fetola.co.za or phone (021) 7017466 / 086 111 1690. You can also visit www.fetola.co.za to download an application form. Closing date for applications is 29 January 2012. 
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